Haeckel’s Embryos: Fraud Rediscovered
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DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY century ago: They got Haeckel to admit

that he relied on memory and used artistic

Haecke’s Em bryos: Fraud Rediscgvered license in preparing his drawings, says

Scott Gilbert, a developmental biologistat

L V. y
been misled by a famous set of drawings of  his colleagues note, even closely related em-  Haeckel’s confession got lost after his draw-
embryos published 123 years ago by the bryos such as those of fish vary quite a bit in  ings were subsequently used in a 1901 book
German biologist Ernst Haeckel. They their appearance and developmental path-  called Darwin and After Darwin and repro-
show vertebrate embryos of different ani- duced widely in English-
mals passing through language biology texts.
identical stages of de- The flaws in Haeck-




